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Upcoming: 

12.1 
First Sunday of Advent 

12.7 
Men's Breakfast 

12.16 
Christmas Distribution 

Week 
12.24 

Christmas Eve Service 
12.25 

Office Closed till Jan.2 
01.08 

Alpha Returns 
01.10 

Youth Restarts 
02.21 

Youth Retreat Weekend 

J 
Advent, A Time Of 
Long ago in a troubled world, God's people languished under . trict Roman 
rule. Life was tough. Working a whole day, from sun up to sun down meant 
you got to eat that day. There were not mutual funds, no RRSP's, no banked 
holidays, no health benefits, just living from meal to meal, day to day. 

Illiteracy was the norm, as was daily harassment from the Roman 
authorities. The only hope given to the average person was what is written 
in God's word, which they committed to memory, and listened to once a 
week at the Synagogue. 

This hope was God's promise of deliverance from the tyrannical systems of 
the world. A new Kingdom, a new day, the Day Of The Lord. So, they waited. 

Today, in the western world, we have more. Illiteracy is not the norm; food 
insecurities are drastically lower. Most jobs have benefits and having a safe 
warm place to live and sleep is common, but our hope diminishes day to 
day. World events challenge our faith in humanity and give us reasons for 
sleepless nights. Though we eat, we are rarely filled , and the distraction of 
media, social or otherwise is obsessive. Where can we find hope today? 

Join us this Advent Season as we wait for the hope offered by God through 
the Child of Promise, Jesus Christ. He still gives hope today. 
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A New Advent Series 

This Christmas, we will bring the 
powerful storytelling of The Chosen to 
our church with this new four week 
Advent series. 

At the start of the New Testament, Israel 
is enduring a 400-year silence from God, 

Upcoming Events 

12.01 First Sunday of Advent 
12.07 Men's Breakfast 
12.16 Christmas Distribution Week 
12.24 Christmas Eve Service 
12.25 Office Closed till Jan.2 
01.08Alpha Returns 
01.10 Youth Restarts 
02.21 Youth Retreat Weekend 

experiencing hopelessness, shame, 
sadness, and isolation. Suddenly, the 
silence is broken by angels speaking and 
singing of the coming of a Rescuer in the 
birth of a child . This child will bring a 
great turning toward hope, peace, joy, 
and love. 

Using select passages from Luke 1-2 
and key scenes from The Chosen's 
Christmas special "Holy Night" - this four­
week series explores the great turning 
that happened hundreds of years ago on 
one holy night, with an eye toward how a 
great turning can happen for us today. 

Be sure to invite your friends this Advent 
season for a wonderful re-telling of what 
Christmas is all about! 
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For to us a child is 
born, 

to us a son is given, 
and the government 

will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

Jw-onderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

~Isaiah 9:6 

WITH A GRATEFUL 
HEART 

Another Christmas season is here, 
and every one is busy! A New Year 
is close and there will be many 
hmtles to jump through in the 
coming months. Trusting God will 
be difficult, but that is where we 
will find our rest. 
The greater solemnity of this 
season brings more acutely the 
emptiness and need of so many. 
So, let us be all the more a 
community of refuge and grace, 
putting the needs of others before 
ourselves. 
Our prayer for 2025 is for all of us 
to find our place spuned on by the 
Holy Spirit, filling us with joy and 
increasing God's kingdom with a 
grateful hea11. 

. .C. Youth 

Exciting Growth and New Beginnings 
for O.C .. C. Youth! 
This year has been a transformative one 
for our youth ministry at Oakville Community 
Church! We're thrilled to share that our youth 
group is growing into a strong and supportive 
community. It's been encouraging to see 
familiar faces returning from last year, 
alongside new members who are quickly 
becoming part of the O.C.C. Youth family. 
One of our biggest highlights is the upcoming 
youth retreat in February 2025. 
This retreat marks a special milestone 
for our youth ministry- a chance to deepen 
friendships, grow spiritually, and enjoy some 
incredible activities together. We're excited to 
see what God has in store for each of us as 
we step away from our usual routines and 
spend focused time building our faith and 
community. 
Our events for grades 2-6 have also been a 
huge success! From an action-packed 
superhero night to a lively Nerf war, these 
gatherings have brought so much joy and 
energy. Beyond the fun, these events have 
given us a great opportunity to meet parents 
and build connections with the families we 
serve. It's been heartwarming to receive 
positive feedback and encouragement from 
parents who are eager to stay updated on 
future events. 
Overall , this year has been full of growth, joy, 
and meaningful connections for O.C.C. Youth. 
We're grateful to see God's hand at work in 
this ministry and look forward to all that's to 
come. Thank you for your continued support, 
and please keep our young people and 
upcoming events in your prayers as we move 
forward! 
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A NATIVITY 
RUDY ARD KIPLING 

The Babe was laid in the Manger 
Between the gentle kine-
All safe from cold and danger­
"But it was not so with mine, 
(With mine ! With mine! ) 
"Is it well with the child, is it well?" 
The waiting mother prayed. 
"For I know not how he fell, 
And I know not where he is laid." 
A Star stood fo11h in Heaven; The 
Watchers ran to see 
The Sign of the Promise given­
"But there comes no sign to me. (To 
me! To me!) 
"My child died in the dark. 
Is it well with the child, is it well? 
There was none to tend him or mark, 
And I know not how he fell ." 

The Cross was raised on high; 
The Mother grieved beside­
"But the Mother saw Him die 
And took Him when He died. 
(He died! He died!) 

"Seemly and undefiled 
His burial-place was made-
Is it well, is it well with the child? 
For I know not where he is laid." 

On the dawning of Easter Day 
Comes Mary Magdalene; 
But the Stone was rolled away, 
And the Body was not within­
(Within ! Within! ) 
"Ah, who will answer my word?" 
The broken mother prayed. 
"They have taken away my Lord, 
And I know not where He is Laid." 

"The Star stands forth in Heaven. 
The watchers watch in vain 
For Sign of the Promise given 
Of peace on Earth again-
( Again! Again !) 
"But I know for Whom he fell"­
The steadfast mother smiled, 
"Is it well with the child- is it well? 
It is well- it is well with the child!" 
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Tlie Bktssings of Commun, 
Spreading the Joy of Christmas 
In many ways this is a Christmas of firsts or 'firsts' again' 
for our little Corps. This has been a very active year for 
community involvement with volunteers at Oakville 
Ribfest, Oak Park's Fall Fair BBQ as well as with our 
own community activities with Carnival and Trunk or ~ 
Treat. Whether it is us participating with other 
organizations or other organizations participating with 
us in our events, the Oakville community is 
rediscovering The Salvation Army! 

Our Carnival saw unprecedented donations, and our 
Trunk or Treat included some booths from some great 
community organizations! 

This year for Christmas we have been given $2500 from 
Oakville Lions Club and $5000 from Rotary od Oakville 
Trafalgar! These donations will ensure that we can help 
with many needs this Christmas along with Christmas 
gifts for teens this year! 

We continue to grow in excitement in this influx of 
interest and support from community partners as we 
share with everyone the mission of our Salvation Army 
in Oakville! 


